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Agribusiness: A stronger agriculture for a fairer rural development
Only a globally competitive agriculture will enable Africa to benefit from its natural re-
sources, develop its rural areas and provide opportunities for future generations. In this 
regard, there is an urgent need for international cooperation and for public policies to 
attract investments and to implement climate smart policies in African agriculture.

Furthermore, innovative technology and data can help farming communities to thrive 
through better market access and to reduce the post-harvest food loss rate.  This, in turn, 
will help generate greater interest from young people in the opportunities offered by the 
agricultural sector.

“We need to advance the role of women in trade and agriculture. Skill develop-
ment for women in SMEs can multiply the opportunities for women to 
participate in the economy”
Samira Rafaela, Member of the European Parliament

“We always rely on government to government, but this is not sufficient. 
We need business to business relations for a long-term solution” 
Phil Hogan, Former EU Commissioner for Agriculture

OCP Group’s mission is to foster sustainable agriculture. We partner with gov-
ernments to deliver customisable fertiliser. We focus on the farmer’s needs. 
We need a specific approach to Africa 
Ilias El Fali, Advisor to the CEO and former COO, OCP Group

15-30% of the food is lost. We need to make it available to consumers. 
We need to promote intra-Africa trade and nutritious food. 
Godfrey Bahiigwa, Director of the Agriculture Department at African Union Commission

Dialogue between government is important but we also need to attract private 
investments. Agriculture has the potential to create jobs. 
Willi Schulz-Greve, Head of Unit, DG Agri, European Commission 
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The fourth edition of the EU-Africa 
Business Summit, held in a new 
hybrid format, tried to answer the 
most critical economic challenges 
shaping the shared future of both 
continents by bringing influential 
business leaders, policymakers 
and experts together. 

For its 4th edition, the EU-Africa 
Business Summit returned to Mar-
rakech, Morocco.

Thanks to its role of stable North 
gate to the African continent, Mo-
rocco continues to represent the 
perfect host of the Summit within 
the renewed EU-Africa Alliance.

The European Union and Africa 
must continue their privileged 
partnership. Nevertheless, for this 
future to be mutually prosperous, 
both continents must implement 
their new alliance based on fair 
and sustainable partnerships. It is 
also essential for the EU and Afri-
ca to clearly establish their com-
mon objectives and the means to 
fulfil them. 
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Automotive: Alternate Powertrains in support of Green Transi-
tion (An EU-AU Business Forum Panel)
There are great expectations from a multitude of stakeholders in and external to Afri-
ca (including African governments) to leapfrog to Electric Vehicles. Whilst Africa moves 
along the journey of reducing emissions and towards electrification a mix of alternate 
powertrains will need to coexist and to cater to the wide variety of vehicle segments 
based on their specific needs and uses. The speakers engaged on the various power-
train and mobility considerations citing examples where they could best serve the specific 
purpose in Africa. Powertrain technology will evolve over time and may differ between 
various modes and locations of transport.

“We are natural partners, but in this period of global changes the need for 
partnerships is bigger than ever” 
Jutta Urpilainen, EU Commissioner for International Partnerships

“We need to work together towards an inclusive prosperity for Africa” 
Albert Muchanga, AU Commissioner for Trade and Industry

We need to deepen and widen our trade arrangements with Africa. We need to 
use the synergies around these trade arrangements. New kinds of agreements 
are needed to encourage sustainable developement. 
Cristina Miranda Gozalvez, Head of Unit, DG TRADE, EU Commission

Building a sustainable automotive industry is our priority.  Not just to replace 
these vehicles with modern ones. We also want to reduce the used cars imports 
from the rest of the world. Good and clean used car should be imported to 
Africa.
Markus Thill, President, Region Africa, Bosch and Vice President, AAAM

“We must respect the African assets and we should offer equal-to-equal part-
nerships instead of telling African what they must do “
Ivor Ichikowitz, Chairman of the Ichikowitz Family Foundation
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Green Transition: Circular economy and International coopera-
tion: favouring renewable and sustainable energy sources
Climate change and the just energy transition are the biggest challenges and the biggest 
opportunities of the 21th century. A stronger partnership between the EU and Africa will 
maximize the benefits of the Green Transition and the circular economy, ensuring that 
both continents’ economic recovery is well-integrated and aligned to the 2030 Agenda and 
the African 2063 Agenda. However, the private sector will also play a crucial role. The EU 
and Africa are working on a green partnership that will develop the north-south axis and 
initiate a regional and continental dynamic around renewable energies.

Africa is EU’s priority. Build Back Greener would be the centre of EU-Africa 
partnership.
Patrick Child, Deputy Director General, DG ENVI, EU commission 

We are interested in valorisation of wastes. Urban residues could be a project 
to integrate Africa into EU’s value chain.
Federico Maria Grati, Head of Agroenergy Services, ENI

The project that does not find finance is the project that is not structured in the 
right way. With right risk assessment and technical assistant, we will advance 
various project in circular economy .
Ali Zerouali, Director of International Cooperation, Masen

The EIB invests in Africa since 1995. We work for and with them. We support 
climate and health, but also tackle migration and support digitalization and 
innovation.” Ricardo Mourinho Felix, Vice President, European Investment Bank

Good Governance
The EU Commission’s “Sustainable Corporate Governance Initiative” aims at encouraging 
companies to reach overarching sustainability goals. It is a good example of the EU’s com-
mitment to promote economically, environmentally, and socially sustainable development 
across the world. 

“The EU will support the implementation of the African Continental Free Trade 
Area by sharing its expertise and experience of the European Single Market” 
Didier Reynders, EU Commissioner for Justice

EBS’ mission is to facilitate a multi-stakeholder dialogue for a renewed alli-
ance between Africa and Europe.
Arnaud Thysen, Director General, European Business Summits
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Healthcare Innovation and Vaccine Equity
Since the beginning of the pandemic, the EU has led the global response based on multi-
lateralism and global action by creating COVAX. COVAX must be further supported by the 
EU, by the African leaders and by the private sector. 

Health should not be seen as a cost, but as an essential investment for 
economic well-being and recovery” 
Chrysoula Zacharopoulou, Member of the European Parliament

“Africa has to build autonomy in manufacturing vaccines. This requires infra-
structure, know-how and human capital” 
Maria Shaw Barragan, Director, European Investment Bank

Digital Transformation: An opportunity for Africa, developing  
the full potential of digital economy
Covid is a devastating crisis for the society, but it has pushed the digitalization forward. 
Yet, Internet connectivity in Africa remains a developmental challenge. Regulation will 
play an important role in the digital transition. It should allow for the participation of pri-
vate foreign players and encourage partnerships. Cooperation between Africa and the EU 
is also crucial. They should work together on payment systems, radical transformation 
of learning systems as online educational platforms, and smooth vaccine delivery to the 
African population. Moreover, they should discuss the underlying values of the digital 
transition.

Presumption that Africa is less advanced is false. A lot of very innovative 
initiatives come from our African department .
Joakim Reiter, Chief External and Corporate Affairs Officer, Vodafone Group

Africa has a significant rural population. Assisting technologies to those 
remote area so no one got left behind will be a challenge for our partners.
Linda Munyengeterwa, Regional Industry Director of Infrastructure, IFC

Mobile money has been improving financial inclusion to the continent of 
Africa and it is quite transformative .
Jean-Paul Adam, Director at the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa
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